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most of the planters immediately abandoned the attempt
to fight the weevil. Efforts were made to introduce a
long staple Upland cotton, namely "Meade," which had
the advantage of earlier maturity, but this met with very
little success, and now practically the whole of these old
Sea Island districts has been turned over to short staple
cotton. In 1924 no separate statistics were given of
Sea Island cotton, but it was reported that only 2,361
bales had been grown. There is still a small quantity
of the super Sea Island variety grown in the West Indies
(see page 29).
The fine cotton trade has therefore been compelled to
resort to Egyptian cotton as practically the sole source
of its supply. Before the War Egypt was producing a
number of very fine cottons, such as Abbassi, Jannovitch,
and, latterly, Sakel, which were second only to the finest
Sea Island in quality and spinning capabilities. They
were also extra strong, which gave them certain special
uses of their own where strength and fineness were
essential. Since the War, Abbassi and Jannovitch have
practically disappeared and Salcel has become the domin-
ant variety in the Delta, where the best Egyptian cottons
have always been grown. Next to'these superior grades
of Egyptian came the ordinary varieties of Egyptian
cotton, i.e. Nubari, Afifi, or Brown Egyptian, and Ash-
mouni, or Upper Egyptian. But here again the post-War
period saw great changes. Nubari and Afifi gave place
almost entirely in the Delta to Sakel, so that the Egyptian
crop became roughly divided into two main varieties,
Sakel and Ashmouni or Uppers, and as time went on the
line of demarcation between these two became less
definite owing to the progressive deterioration of Sakel,
and the production of new varieties of Uppers, especially
Zagora. As will be seen later on, in 1924 Zagora invaded
the Delta owing to the temporary disappearance of the
premiums on Sakel in the previous season, although this
movement has since been less noticeable.
As far back as 1909, when the Egyptian premiums first